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SEMINAR TO ADDRESS 

HUMAN PERFORMANCE 

IN NAVAL AND JOINT ENVIRONMENTS

Washington, D.C.  In October 2002 the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) issued “Sea Power 21,” rallying the U.S. Navy to meet all of the challenges of the 21st Century.  “Sea Power 21” clearly recognized that the “warrior is a premier element of all operational systems” and that the “human factor” is key for Sea Strike, Sea Shield, and Sea Basing operational success.  That same month, the Naval Sea Systems Command established a new Human Systems Integration (HSI) Directorate to serve as a single point of contact for all human-centered engineering and human-systems integration programs and initiatives. 

These are only the latest in a series of developments aimed at making sure that the human operator will be co-equal with the technology, hardware, and software in the way ahead for DoD. Last year, the CNO established the requirement for all Navy organizations to adopt human systems integration concepts in platform and systems acquisition. In 2001, the CNO initiated Task Force EXCEL to explore forward-leaning innovations in training and education.  The Air Force, in 2001, sponsored the first HSI e-Learning course that will soon be available on the Air Force Institute of Technology (AFIT) Virtual Schoolhouse https://www.vsh.afit.edu/.  Earlier, the U.S. Army’s MANPRINT Process began to tackle many of the same objectives. Around the world, countries like Canada, the United Kingdom, and the Netherlands have also made significant progress in the human systems integration arena, while back in the United States the Coast Guard has embraced human-centered design and engineering for its Deepwater Project.

All of these topics and more will be discussed in 2003 at the second Human Systems Integration Symposium––HSIS 2003. The three-day conference will be held at the Sheraton Premier Hotel in Tyson’s Corner, Virginia USA, June 23-25, 2003. Building on the success of the premier HSIS event in late 2001, the theme of the 2003 symposium is Enhancing Human Performance in Naval and Joint Environments. HSIS 2003 will focus on systems that incorporate technologies that are on the drawing board today in order to enhance human and system performance while reducing total ownership costs tomorrow. Experts from around the world will discuss the application of human systems integration principles, methods, tools, and measures to 21st-Century systems and platforms. 

The three-day conference will begin with an address by Dr. David Chu, Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness.  Participants will also receive an overview of Joint decision making issues and be challenged by a panel discussion on decision making in Joint environments. Papers citing HSI examples, issues, and successes, as well as areas for additional work will be presented, to be followed by a presentation on warfighter alerting, interaction, and feedback.

The second day will feature papers on distance learning, virtual “under stress” team training, and performance-based training, along with a scientific panel on HSI issues in regards to personnel selection and training.  The Navy’s Task Force EXCEL and the other services’ approaches to 21st-Century training needs will also be addressed.

The third day will feature a Fleet panel to discuss fleet perspectives and priorities.  This will be followed by a senior panel in HSI and naval-maritime acquisition, with DD(X) and DDG modernization being focus areas. Both military and industry leaders will give a vision for HSI in Naval-Maritime Acquisition Programs.


Those wishing to submit abstracts may do so by December 31, 2002. Information about submitting abstracts can be obtained from www.navalengineers.org. All technical papers should go via email to Dr. Daniel Wallace, (PEO)S at wallacedf@navsea.navy.mil.

HSIS 2003 is jointly sponsored by the American Society of Naval Engineers (ASNE), the Surface Navy Association (SNA), ASN RDA Chief Engineer (CHENG), MANPRINT Directorate of the Department of the Army, Acquisition & Environmental Planning Office of the U.S. Air Force, the Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers (SNAME), the Human Factors and Ergonomics Society (HFES), and the International Council on Systems Engineers (INCOSE).

More than 1,000 people and 100 exhibitors are expected to participate in HSIS 2003. For information about how to exhibit or attend go to www.navalengineers.org.
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